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17. Aboriginal Services, Conestoga College  
 Room: 1A103; 299 Doon Valley Dr., Kitchener, Ontario  N2G 
 4M4 
University and college Aboriginal centres provide students with 
culturally appropriate academic, social, and personal support. Their 
resources include academic advising, safe study spaces, resource 
libraries and access to technology. They also host different cultural 
and social activities. Please visit each centre for more information. 
Visitors are welcome. 
 
18. Doon: The Mississaugas seasonally camped where Schneider 
Creek meets the Grand River. They called the Grand River 
“Pesshineguning Oeskinneguning” or “the one that washes the 
timber down and drives away the grass weeds.” Around 1800, when 
settlers were first arriving, the Mississaugas of the New Credit 
managed much of the land and resources around major water 
sources in Southwestern Ontario. They preferred to camp in small 
villages along these water sources for the spring and summer. They 
retreated to heavily wooded areas with good water, fish, and 
firewood supply for the winter months. 
 

Terminology: 
Aboriginal Peoples/ First Peoples: A collective term used to 
describe the descendants of the original peoples of North America. 
In Canada, this includes Inuit, Métis, and First Nations (Status and 
Non-status). 
 

Attiwandaronk (Neutral Confederacy): an ancient group of 
Iroquoian-speaking nations who lived in southwestern Ontario until 
the 1650s. 
 

Anishinaabe: The term of self-identification historically used by 
 Odawa, Ojibwe, Nipissing, Oji-Cree, Potawatomi and Algonquin 
peoples. 
 
Mississaugas: A group of Ojibwe people who moved to southern 
Ontario from the Mississagi River. 
 
Mississaugas of the New Credit First Nation: A Mississauga First 
Nation presently located on a reserve near Hagersville, Ontario. 
Their traditional territory was southwestern Ontario on the Northern 
shores of Lake Ontario and Lake Erie. 
 
Haudenosaunee (Iroquois/Six Nations): The ethnic group name of 
Iroquois Confederacy nations Cayuga, Oneida, Onondaga, Mohawk, 
and Seneca and Tuscarora. 
 
Six Nations of the Grand River: A Haudenosaunee First Nation 
currently located on a reserve near Brantford. This reserve is less 
than 5% of the land granted to them in the Haldimand Proclamation 
in 1784. 
 

For information on our Local Aboriginal History 
and Culture please see these sources: 
 

Mills, Rych and the Victoria Park 100th Birthday Historical 
Committee. “Victoria Park: 100 Years of a Park & Its People.” 
Kitchener: Twin City Dwyer Printing Co. Ltd.,1996. 
 

Good, Reginald and Thomas Edge, "Tour of Kitchener ONT. 
Featuring Sites of Aboriginal Historical Interest" Kitchener: 
[Aboriginal Rights Circle] 1992 (map). 

8. White Owl Native Ancestry Association (The Family 
Centre, 65 Hanson Ave. Kitchener): White Owl Native Ancestry 
Association is a community based Aboriginal agency that has 
been in existence since 1975. Weejeendimin Native Resource 
Centre and Wholistic Child and Youth are two programs under 
which they provide culturally specific resources, in a safe 
environment. Their resources include counselling, community 
outreach and education, access to community elders, 
community meals and cooking classes, Ojibwe language 
training, access to technology, youth groups, drumming, 
crafts and other cultural activities for all ages. 
 
9. KW Urban Native Wigwam Project (300 Frederick St., 
Kitchener): The  KWUNWP is a non-profit organization that has 
served the Native population of the Waterloo Region since 
1987. It provides safe, secure, and affordable rent geared-to-
income housing for Native people and their families that are in 
a low or moderate-income situation. 
 
10. Healing of the Seven Generations (300 Frederick St., 
Kitchener): Healing of the Seven Generations assist Aboriginal 
peoples suffering from the effects of residential schools using 
traditional healing approaches practices. 
 
11. Huron Natural Area: Located on the south bank of 
Strasburg Creek in the Huron Natural Area is the site of the 
remains of a large Attiwandaronk village dating back to 
approximately 1500 A.D. The village was discovered during an 
environmental assessment for a housing project in 2001. The 
site consists of approximately 10 bark covered longhouses, 
the remains of thousands of posts that made them up, 
hundreds of refuse and storage pits and the garbage dumps 
the Neutral band left behind. This site is just one of many such 
occupations in the Strasburg Creek watershed. 
 
12. Waterloo Region Museum (10 Huron Rd., Kitchener): The 
First Nations exhibit at the Waterloo Region Museum outlines 
the more than 12,000 year history of our Aboriginal friends 
and neighbors who live in the Region of Waterloo today. 
 
13. Joseph Schneider Haus (66 Queen St. S, Kitchener): Built 
in 1816, the Joseph Schneider Haus is the oldest dwelling in 
Kitchener. Joseph built the house along the Mississauga Road 
that ran through the region. After settlers began developing, 
Aboriginal peoples still came to the area from time to time. In 
fact, there are stories that the Schneider family had a yearly 
gift exchange with a New Credit Mississauga family on New 
Year’s Day. Some believe there was a tradition for the local 
Aboriginal to give gifts of beads, baskets and other handmade 
items on this day. 
 
14. Strange St. Earthwork: Here was located a major 
Attiwondaronk village dating back to the mid 1600's. 
 Archeologist David Boyle and amateur historian Jacob Stroh 
were the first to publish evidence of it in the late 1800's. Boyle 
described a large semicircle earthwork enclosing four acres of 
land. The village would have had a capacity of 1000 people 
during the winter and fewer during the summer months when 
people travelled abroad for hunting and gathering. 
 
15. Aboriginal Student Centre, Wilfrid Laurier University 
 187 Albert St., Waterloo, Ontario, N2L 3T4 
16. Aboriginal Education Centre, University of Waterloo  
 St Paul's United College at the University of Waterloo, 
 Westmount Rd. N. 
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2. Indigenous Mural: Commissioned by Neruda Arts, the 
indigenous Chilean art collective Alapinta created this 
mural in 2013. Frequent themes in their murals are the 
environment, regional biodiversity and its relationship to 
the lives, culture and history of First Nations communities. 
This mural draws on Haudenosaunee imagery and 
symbolism, including the Iroquois Confederacy flag. 
 
3. Mississauga Road: A road followed Schneider Creek 
from Doon, through Victoria Park, to the Strange St. 
Attiwandaronk village. First Nations used this trail for 
generations in search for village sites and winter 
campgrounds. It was on this road that settlers built Mill 
St., the oldest street in Kitchener. Today, Mill St, Carwood 
Ave., Vanier Dr. and part of Manitou Dr. roughly follow the 
original route of the Mississauga Road. 

4. A.R. Kaufman Family YMCA (333 Carwood Ave., 
Kitchener): This location marks where a trail branched off 
the main Mississauga Road towards First Mennonite 
Church and on to planting grounds on the Grand River.  
 
5. Highland Courts Park: Mississaugas of the New 
Credit wintered here up until the 1860s.  
 
6. First Mennonite Church Grounds: It is believed a 
Mississauga burial ground is located here.  Residents 
recall that people uncovered and reburied human bones 
when the church leveled the parking lot in the 1920s. 
 
7. Anishnabeg Outreach Inc. (151 Frederick St. Suite 501, 
Kitchener): Anishnabeg Outreach Inc is a non-profit 
organization that provides culturally appropriate 
employment, education, and training services to all eligible 
Aboriginal and non-Aboriginal people in Kitchener, 
Waterloo, Guelph, Cambridge and Wellington County. 

1. Victoria Park: A swamp once existed in Victoria Park 
that provided ideal wintering conditions for the 
Mississauga of the Anishinaabe (Ojibwe) Nation around 
1800 and the Attiwandaronk centuries before that. 
Joseph Schneider purchased the land in 1807 and soon the 
arrival of European and American settlers jeopardized the 
Mississauga way of life. Tuhbenahneequay (Sarah Jones), 
a Mississauga, and her band were the last First Nations to 
winter at Victoria Park. Her sons, Kahkewaquonaby (Peter 
Jones) and Maungwudaus (George Henry) went on to write 
about the history of Ojibwe in Ontario. 
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