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QueerKPL is an b .E
initiative from l

Kitchener Public Library

that provides LGBTQIA2S+

specific programs,
events, librarianship
and resources. I
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The QueerKPL zine
was created on May
11 2021 when a
group of
2SLGBTQIA+
identified folks
met up over Zoom
and talked, wrote,
collaged and
illustrated
together. These
pages capture a
day in the life of
a queer person in
Waterloo Region
during Ontario's
third and longest
lockdown due to
COVID. This
program and zine
is an attempt to
connect the queer
community even
when we're apart.
Stay tuned for
future issues when
quarantine is
hopefully over!
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remain secretive, pecause it

is not often seen in daylight.
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that a zine is a
) self-published
magazine, which is
true, but zines are
way more than that.
They’'re an art form
a sub-culture and a
tool of resistance.
- Because marginalized
groups have
historically not had
i access to large-
scale publishin

‘reéoufces, zines have always
. been a way for them to share our
writing, art and identities with
the world, and this is especiall
true for queer artists andg

While zines were born in the 1940s|
(some would argue they go back :
long before this), there was a

major explosion of queer zines in

the 1980s and were often used as a

form of protest and revelt against

homophobia and sexism within punk/§s
scenes, conservative governments
and the AIDS crisis. In the 1990s
the riot grrrl movement emerged
from the DIY Punk subculture in
tandem with third-wave feminism,
and used zines as a method of
organizing and communication. Like
Jall feminist movements, queer
folks were an integral driving




In the early 20005, zines |
took a brief hiatus as blogs
and web pages took their
place, but soon, perhaps
partly as a rejection of
web-based platforms, zines
(and many other forms of DIY
{ art) became popular agalij;'
| " and were proliferated (. '~' ;.
through zine fairs, dlstrgéfi z
libraries and web archlves'\
Today zines are more widelyy
recognized as an art form,
and a number of major public
and academic libraries, art
galleries and museums carry
zines and other small press
' publications. ['
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Thanks for reading! For more
information about QueerKPL and
Kitchener Public Library's LGBTQ+

resources, please check out our blog

wherecommunityconnects.wordpress.com
/category/queerkpl

To see what QueerKPL Events are
coming up search for QueerKPL at
kplca.org/signup
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